Peter Patrick, AB Georgia, PhD Pennsylvania (Professor)

He studied History for his first degree, Chinese and Linguistics at graduate level. Before coming to Essex, he taught in the Sociolinguistics programme at Georgetown University. He conducted a sociolinguistic survey of Kingston, Jamaica for his doctoral thesis, published as Urban Jamaican Creole: Variation in the Mesolect (Benjamins 1999). He is co-author with John Holm et al. of a series of articles and recent volume on Comparative Creole Syntax: Parallel Outlines of 18 Creole Grammars (2007). He has also published widely in his major areas of interest (language variation and change, pidgin and Creole studies, language in the African diaspora, sociolinguistic methods, urban dialectology), and has applied sociolinguistics outside the university via courtroom testimony, linguistic human rights, and studies of clinical communication.


Web-page: http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~patrickp/

Topics for MA/MPhil/PhD supervision

I am currently willing to supervise research in the following topics:

· Pidgin and Creole linguistics, esp. on Caribbean English-related creoles, e.g. Jamaican
· Research in African Diaspora Englishes, including African American English and British Afro-Caribbean English

· Linguistic Human Rights

· Language variation and change/urban dialectology, including work in this framework on: 

· Language and ethnicity
· Language and gender
· Language and social class
· Language and dialect divergence
· Sound change in sociolinguistic contexts

Other topics may be considered from time to time, depending on my supervision load. Please note that topics in the last (bulleted) sublist must be pursued within a variationist framework. 
General methods

Projects may be historical, synchronic, or both. They will often require recording natural speech, and should include careful planning for data collection and/or processing, as materials may be difficult, or take time, to access or collect. Acquired or native competence is helpful. A large corpus of Jamaican Creole materials is available for analysis. A variationist perspective, and quantitative analysis, are normally expected.

For a more detailed description of my supervision topics, please see http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~patrickp/TopicsForSupervision.pdf. 
For a more detailed description of MA supervision procedures, please see http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~patrickp/MAsupervisionPLP.pdf.

Students interested in applying for funding support from the ESRC to work with me are urged to contact me directly no later than Christmas of the year before they plan to begin MA work.
Prospective supervisees should first meet with me during office hours to discuss an initial plan and bibliography; they will then begin meetings in the summer term by reporting on their progress with these. Reports and drafts should be submitted before each meeting, preferably both in print and by email. Then I will meet regularly with students, who report on progress as stages are completed (background literature, research design, data collection, transcription, analysis, etc.). Meetings are usually one-on-one, but several students working on related topics will meet as a research group – exs. have included MA and PhD topics in African Diaspora Englishes, clinical Discourse Analysis, or Cypriot sociolinguistics. Drafts of written work should be submitted as soon as possible, and MA students should plan to submit and discuss their final drafts before the end of June.

Availability to meet in person during the summer months (July/Aug/Sept) is not to be expected, and students should plan accordingly; though in a few cases meetings may be worked out, or I may agree to receive drafts and return written comments, depending on my schedule. I will be available by email in the summer, though response time will vary. It is important that students be active in setting and keeping deadlines for work completed, and detailed records of our meetings.

Please see my website for further details of my interests and activities: http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~patrickp/ 

