Robin Osmond BLACKBURNPRIVATE 

Tel: 0207 834 1650 or 01206824069
Email:  roblack@essex.ac.uk

University Education:

London School of Economics, 1962-5

Nuffield College, Oxford, 1965-7

Qualifications:  

B.Sc. (Econ), Sociology, First Class Honours, University of London 1965

Present posts:

Professor, Sociology Department, University of Essex, UK  1999 to present
Visiting Distinguished Professor, Graduate Faculty, New School University, New York Fall semester (Sept-Dec) every year from 2001 to present 
Previous posts:

Visiting Senior Research Fellow, King's College, Cambridge, 1998-9

Visiting Professor, Master's Course in Modern Atlantic History, FLACSO (Facultad Latinaméricano de Ciéncias Sociales), Quito, Ecuador, Jan-April 1995 

Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington D.C., 1993-4

Research Fellow, Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London 1988-1996

Visiting Professor, Summer Course, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Mexico, 1982, 1992

Visiting Professor, `The French Revolution and Slavery', Summer Course, Sociology Department, Carleton University, Ottowa, 1989 

Visiting Professor, Summer Course, `Historical Sociology', Sociology Department, Boston University, Summer 1978

Part-time Lecturer, Social History, Diploma in Labour Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Polytechnic of Central London (Westminster University), 1972-85

Assistant Lecturer, Sociology Department, London School of Economics, 1967-9

Other Professional or Editorial Employment:

Managing Editor, New Left Review 1979-83; Editor, 1983-99.

Editor, Company Secretary and Director, Verso, 1970-99.

Principal Publications:

Books
The Rise and Fall of New World Slavery, 1492-1887, Verso, Autumn 2007
Age Shock: How Finance is Failing Us, Verso, January 2007
Banking on Death or Investing in Life: the History and Future of Pensions, London and New York, 2002 Verso, 550 pages. (‘does an excellent job of tracing recent developments and rehearsing the pros and cons of various systems’ The Economist; ‘plenty of food for thought’ TLS; ‘timely and important reading’ Los Angeles Times). 

The Making of New World Slavery: From the Baroque to the Modern, 1492-1800, Verso, London and New York 1997, reprinted 1997, 1998, 2000. 600 pages. A  Portuguese edition has appeared, Isaac Deutscher Memorial Prize 1998. (‘A landmark of twentieth century historiography’ David Brion Davis, New York Review of Books, June 1998.)

The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery, 1776-1848, Verso 1988, reprinted 1989, 1990, 1993, 1996, 2000. 550 pages. Portuguese edition published in 2003.(‘a magnificent work of contemporary scholarship’ Eric Foner, The Nation). 

Articles in Scholarly Journals and Collections
‘Is Economic Democracy Desirable and Feasible?’, Daedalus, forthcoming

‘Haiti and the Age of Democratic Revolution’, William and Mary Quarterly, October 2006

‘Introduction’ to Manumission, edited by Rosemary Brana Shute, a volume based on a Southern Historians conference on slave manumission, to be published by South Carolina University Press, September 2007.
‘From Gray Capital to Responsible Accumulation’, Politics and Society, Summer 2006

‘Pension Rights in the Ageing Society’, in Lydia Morris, ed., Rights: Sociological Approaches,  Routledge, London 2006, pp. 37-54.

‘Empire and Emancipation’, Daedalus, Spring 2005, pp. 72-87

‘Pensions: Challenges and Choices’, Political Quarterly,  vol. 76, no. 2, April-June, 2005, pp. 288-94

‘How to Rescue a Failing Pension System: the British Case’, New Political Economy, vol. 9, no. 4, December 2004, pp. 559-81.

‘Une perspective comparée sur l’abolitionisme et l’émancipation’, in Patrick Weil and Stéphane Dufoix, eds., L’escalavage, la colonisation et après, Paris 2004, pp. 137-92

‘The Pension Gap and How to Remedy It’, Challenge, the Magazine of Economic Affairs, M.E.Sharpe, vol. 47, no. 4, July-August 2004, pp. 95-111

‘La esclavitud y la derrota de la Primera República’, in José A. Piqueras, ed, Azúcar y esclavitud,  Fondo de Cultura Económico, Madrid 2002, pp. 331-72. 

‘’Exploring the New Collectivism: Pension Funds and Social Protection’, Hitotsubashi Journal of Social Studies, Vol. 33 no. 1, July 2001, pp. 45-55.

`The Colonial Experience: The Oxford History of the British Empire', TLS, 23 October 1998.

`Emancipation in the Americas', A Historical Guide to World Slavery, edited by Seymour Drescher and Stanley Engerman, Oxford University Press, New York 1998, pp. 184-88..

`The Old World Background to New World Slavery', William and Mary Quarterly, January 1997, third series No 1, pp. 65-102.

`Slavery and the French Revolution' in Selwyn Cudjoe, ed,  C.L.R. James: His Intellectual Legacies, University of Massachusetts Press, 1995.

`Slave Exploitation and the Elementary Structures of Enslavement', in M.L.Bush, ed.,Serfdom and Slavery: Studies in Legal Bondage, Longmans, London 1996, pp. 158-80.

`Defining Slavery', in Leonie Archer, ed., Slavery and Other Forms of Unfree Labour, Routledge, London 1986.

`Cuba and the Great Powers', in Emmanuel de Kadt, ed., Latin America in World Politics, Oxford University Press, Oxford 1972.

`The Cuban Economy', in Claudio Veliz, ed., The Latin American and Caribbean Handbook, Oxford University Press, Oxford  1969.

Other Articles, Interventions and Reviews
‘Inhuman Bondage’, The Nation, November 2006
‘Finance and the Fourth Dimension’, New Left Review, May-June 2006.

‘The Politics of Everyday Life’, TLS, 24 March 2006

‘Noam Chomsky’, Prospect, November 2005

‘Olaudah Equiano’, The Nation, November 2005

‘Imperial Margarine’, New Left Review, no.35, September-October 2005. pp. 124-36
‘Capital and Social Europe’, New Left Review, 34, July-August 2005, pp. 87-112
 ‘The Future Strikes Back: How to Address the Pension Problem’, Renewal, vol 13, no 2/3, 2005

 ‘Of Human Bondage’, The Nation, 4 October 2004

‘When I’m 65’, London Review of Books, 14 February 2004. 

‘The Great Pension Crunch’, The Nation, 15 February 2003. 

‘Europe in Denial’, New Left Review, new series  no.18, November-December 2002.

‘The Imperial Presidency, Terrorism and the Revolutions of Modernity’, Constellations, Vol 9 no 1, March 2002, pp. 3-33.

‘The Enron Debacle’, New Left Review, new series no. 14, March-April 2002, pp. 26-52 (translated into Spanish, Italian and Portuguese).

‘Bringing the Hammer Down on Cuba’, New Left Review, new series no. 4, July-August 2000 (translated into Spanish and Portuguese)

`The New Collectivism: the Political Economy of Pension Funds and Pension Reform', New Left Review, no. 233, January-February 1999, pp. 3-66. (translated into Spanish)

`The Irrepressible Left', Dissent, Fall 1998, pp. 42-6.

Review of G.Oostindie, ed., Fifty Years Later: anti-slavery and modernity in the Dutch orbit, in, Slavery and Abolition, April 1998, pp. 167-9.

`Fin-de-Siecle', New Left Review, no 185, 1991, pp. 5-67. Reprinted in After the Fall: The Failure of Communism and the Future of Socialism, Verso, London and New York, 1992. This 77 page study of the old collectivism has been translated into Spanish, Portuguese, French, Russian, Korean and Arabic. 

`Marx's Theory of Revolution', New Left Review, no. 97, 1976, pp. 3-35.

`The Test in Portugal', New Left Review, no. 88-9, 1974, pp. 5-46.

Introduction, Explosion in the Subcontinent; India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Ceylon, edited by Robin Blackburn, Penguin Books Harmondsworth 1972.

`The Unequal Society', New Left Review, no. 44, 1966, pp. 3-24, (reprinted in The Incompatibles, edited by Robin Blackburn, Penguin Books, Harmondsworth 1967).

`The New Capitalism: a Critique of the Managerial Revolution Thesis', in Ideology in Social Science, edited by Robin Blackburn, Fontana London 1970; eight editions. This was a revision of an essay in Towards Socialism, edited by Perry Anderson and Robin Blackburn, Fontana Books, London 1965. 

`Sociology of the Cuban Revolution', New Left Review, No. 21, 1963, pp. 52-91, (partially reprinted The Cuba Reader, edited by Saul Landau, Oxford University Press, New York 1992).

Teaching

Recent courses taught include:

The Rise and Fall of New World Slavery  (New School)

Empire and Revolution (New School)

Globalization and Anti-Capitalism in Historical Perspective (New School)

Topics in the History of Globalization (Essex)

The Formation of American Identity (Essex)

The Puritan and the Baroque in the Americas (Essex)

Research in progress and recent papers:

Nemesis of the Slave Power: the Fate of Slavery in the Nineteenth Century Americas, 1815-88, current book project.

‘Haiti, Slavery and the Democratic Revolution’,  lectures given at Vanderbilt University, October 2004, and papers presented at Conferences on the Bicentennial of the Haitian Revolution, at Cornell University April 2004 and John Carter Brown Library, June 2004.

‘How to Rescue the British Pension System’, Vice-Chancellor’s Seminar February 2004

‘Age Shock: the Economics of the Ageing Society’, lecture given to the Board of the New School for Social Resarch, December 2003

‘The Tyranny of the Present: the Rule of the Financial Engineers’, Fuller Memorial Lecture, University of Essex, January 2003 

‘The Fate of Social Security’, History Department, Columbia University, November 2002.

The Rise and Fall of New World Slavery: Lectures given at the History Department, Northwestern University, October 2000

‘The Historical Selection of New World Slavery’,  Dartmouth College, New Hampshire April 2001

`Why the United States Went to War in 1898', paper submitted to a conference on the Spanish-American War of 1898, Archivo Nacional, Santa Fe de Bogota, Colombia, October 1998; some 150 MSS pages in length 
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