LG290-5-SP

Investigating Language Team Project
Spring and summer 20??: Weeks 16-25, 30-31. 

Instructor: Phil Scholfield (Office: 4.324; Tel: 872238; Email: scholp@essex.ac.uk; Consultation hours: Tue 12-2)

For the latest information always see my website: http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~scholp/

Pre-/co-requisites: None other than what the first year modules provide
Aims: To provide an opportunity to benefit from a range of  learning experiences which you may not find in other modules in your degree scheme, in the context of investigating some interesting area of language. The emphasis is on acquiring/developing some useful skills, many of them highly transferable to the world of work. The module will
· Broaden your experience of the type of activities real linguists engage in
· Give a different perspective on matters you may have covered elsewhere in lecture-essay mode: how all that wisdom is obtained by grass-roots research

· Prepare for possibly doing a whole project option (LL831) or postgrad research later

· Enable you to be part of a more substantial piece of work than can be done by an individual in a one term assignment

· Develop your transferable skills: the job market..... You will gain some experiences to help you fill in some more sections of your Key Skills Profile – as recommended by the Careers Office in the university. See the skills that might appear in a good cv at http://www.essex.ac.uk/careers/jobs/apply/cvs.shtm
· Be a natural complement to the university’s Career Development module
Syllabus:
· Three weeks during which you form yourselves into teams of 3-5 people on a self-selected basis as far as possible, during which time I introduce my suggested research topics for you to choose from. Teams may also come up with a topic of their own, subject to approval. 
· Six weeks during which I provide training in empirical research methods in general, focussing on how to formulate/select, use, analyse and report whatever instruments seem relevant to the projects you have chosen (e.g. tests, questionnaires, document analysis, taped interviews etc.). Brief introduction to SPSS.
· One week notionally in which I provide individual supervision to teams on their specific projects. In reality this may be dispersed in small amounts over some weeks as you progress with the project from week 18 to week 31.
· Two weeks during which the oral presentations are given
Objectives: Knowledge. Things you should know more about by the end:
· whatever linguistic topic you chose to do your project on. Topics may be more psycholinguistic, sociolinguistic, stylistic, historical or applied linguistic. They may focus on something lexical, phonological or grammatical or on language in a less specific way
· the basic principles of empirical research methods, qualitative and quantitative.

Objectives: Skills. Things you should be able to do better by the end 
· work on a project in a team 

· participate in a team oral presentation 

· collaborate with a team to produce one seamless team report

· handle people 

· deal with the problems of planning a project, work distribution, and  managing meetings and time  

· undertake a complete piece of empirical data gathering to answer a research question (aka solve a problem) from start to finish

· perform some kinds of data gathering and analysis successfully (e.g. developing, administering and analysing questionnaires)
· locate and understand original articles not just textbook chapters
· write an empirical research report as distinct from an academic essay
· identify researchable questions and hypotheses and formulate them appropriately
· understand the essentials of the methods of empirical language research as they are typically used to research language and reported in journals 
· communicate about research orally as distinct from in writing
· get the SPSS program to produce some useful simple graphs and basic statistics for results and interpret what they mean. 
Teaching Method: Classes will be informal and interactive, introducing you to some topics you could do your project on, and training you to go through the steps of doing an empirical study (gathering data and analysing it), writing it up, and giving an oral presentation about it. Support will also be offered in the form of ‘supervision’ of each project via email and team meetings out of class.
Student Contribution: 

Participate in the class activities/discussions, including where they are on general issues or matters relevant to other teams’ projects but not yours
Participate cooperatively in your team project itself. It is up to individual teams to manage themselves, including deciding who does what
Attend all the team presentations.

Assessment: 
100% coursework
a) 20% Writeup of select research methods/stats training exercises from the course (done individually: 2000 words)

b) 60% Writeup of the team project (norm: each team member contributes 3000 words to the writeup). The writeup must be submitted as one uniform integrated document, not parts separately from different people
c) 20% The team oral presentation (norm: each team member contributes 5 minutes to the talk). Again this must be one integrated presentation contributed to by all team members.
The default is for each team to be assessed as a whole for b and c, simulating how a team enterprise would normally be assessed in the real world where the success of a project is usually evaluated unitarily. I.e. all members of the team get the same mark. However if at least one member of the team prefers to be assessed separately then all members of the team will be so assessed.

Departmental policy on late or overlength assignments applies. See the Departmental handbook.
A list of suggested topics will be made available. Here is a sample.

World English: 'If you are stolen, call the police at once'. Where does it stop being a mistake and start being international English?

Loanwords: What is a sikurudireba? English has borrowed words from other languages and they have borrowed words from us, but can we all still recognise what they are?

Prescription: 'To boldly go....'. Is this split infinitive and other grammatical features that purists condemn considered wrong these days?

Language learning: How do memory experts remember things? Can their ‘keyword method’ help you learn lot of foreign language vocabulary?

Conversation: Do extraverts talk differently from introverts in conversation?

Accents: What is the most recognisable English accent? What is the 'nicest'?

Style: 'High-quality learning environments are a necessary precondition for facilitation and enhancement of the ongoing learning process.' Is that perfectly good formal English or gobbledygook as the Plain English campaigners say?
Meaning: 'Heir to the phone' (Journalist manages to get through to Prince Charles).  How advanced a learner of English do you have to be to understand jokes? The case of puns in tabloid headlines.

Recommended Support Reading: 
Doing projects:

Wray, A et al. 1998. Projects in Linguistics. Oxford: Oxford University Press
Empirical research methods:

The research methods aspect of the module relies mainly on comprehensive handouts.
Some useful sources to use relevant sections from are
Dörnyei, Z. 2007. Research methods in applied linguistics: quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methodologies. <Good summary compendium of wisdom on almost everything to do with research methods, with emphasis on how quant and qual methods can be used together>

Brown, J.D. 1988. Understanding Research in Second Language Learning. Cambridge: CUP  <Well balanced intro both to principles and practical details and stats, for the classical quantitative research approach: useful first book for all teachers/linguists doing classical research>

Robson, C. 1999. Experiment, Design and Statistics in Psychology. Harmondsworth: Penguin. <Very accessible, readable and enthusiastic brief intro at a practical level to basic ideas in classical research, methods and simple stats. Of general use as a first book to read, though only covering classical experiments>

Nachmias, D. and Nachmias, C. 1999. Research Methods in the Social Sciences. New York: St John's Press. <Standard source for methods used by sociologists… useful for anyone doing surveys, interviews, questionnaires etc.>

Cohen, L. and Manion, R. 1989. Research Methods in Education. London: Routledge. <Standard source for educational research methods. Useful for teachers and language learning researchers in general>

Scholfield, P. 1995. Quantifying Language. Clevedon, Avon: Multilingual Matters. esp. chs 1-10. <This is solely about the various ways of quantitatively measuring aspects of people, text etc. that are used in language research, not about research methods as a whole, or stats. Lots of wisdom on types of tests, questionnaires, elicitation etc. and how to do them properly>

Greenbaum, S. and Quirk, R. 1970. Elicitation Experiments in English. London: Longman. <An old classic with lots of wisdom on datagathering using acceptability judgment tasks>

Henerson, M., Morris, L. and Fitz-Gibbon, C. 1987. How to Measure Attitudes. Newbury Park: Sage. <Standard source on measuring attitudes using rating scales etc., often as part of a questionnaire>

Rowntree, D. 1981. Statistics without Tears. Penguin <A well explained step by step general idiot’s introduction to basic statistics, not specifically for linguists>

Starter readings for the specific suggested project topics:

In preparation
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