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Module Description 

In the first term, we focus on how preschool children learn to talk. We look not only at the linguistic development of monolingual children, but also at the development of bilingual children, and of children who have Specific Language Impairment. In relation to bilingual children, we ask whether a child who is bilingual in (say) Spanish and English initially develops a single hybrid (Spanglish) system for the two languages (so producing sentences which are a mixture of Spanish and English), or whether there is evidence that bilingual children from the outset develop separate systems for each of the languages they are acquiring. In the second term, the course will concentrate on the acquisition of English language reading and spelling skills in typical and impaired development. Students will be introduced to key research papers in the area, focusing on the skills necessary to develop in order to become a good reader. Models of skilled reading will be examined, and ways in which they provide an explanation for different types of developmental dyslexia will be discussed. The course will also refer to established tests for Reading Disability, Developmental Surface and Developmental Phonological Dyslexia and will investigate the problems learners face when they learn how to read and write English as a second language.  
Outcomes

On successful completion of the module, the student will be able to:

i) understand leading ideas in current research on 
a. the early linguistic development of monolingual, bilingual and language-disordered children,

b. the acquisition of reading skills by children and second language learners

ii) describe and analyse aspects of the spoken and written language production of children and second language learners, using appropriate terminology, techniques and tools,

iii) critically evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of research into 
a. the linguistic development of monolingual, bilingual and language-disordered children and 
b. the acquisition of reading skills by children and second language learners,

iv) present ideas in a structured, coherent and cohesive fashion, using appropriate style and terminology, and demonstrating clarity, precision, accuracy and originality.

Assessment

        One poster presentation of a project relating to material covered in the Autumn term (10% of overall mark), deadline for handing in the poster via online course submission system Thursday December 3rd, presentation in class Friday December 4th, week 9. 

AND
        One 4,500-5,500 written report of the same project (45%) – assignment deadline Friday December 18th 2009 
AND
        One 4,500-5,500 word assignment relating to material covered in the Spring term (45%) – assignment deadline Monday April 26th 2010.
Outline for the Autumn Term

Week 2
Introduction and Overview

· Stillwell Peccei (2006: Sections A1, B1, C1, D1)

· Ritchie & Bhatia (1999a)
· Eisenbeiss (2009)

Transferrable and Study Skills: 

Reading annotated transcripts, planning a project
Week 3
Children’s Phonological Development


· Stillwell Peccei  (2006: Sections A2, B2, C2, D2)

· Guasti (2002: Chapter 2)

Transferrable and Study Skills: 

literature and data search

Week 4
Children’s Lexical Development


· Stillwell Peccei (2006: Sections A3, B3, C3, D3)

· Guasti (2002: Chapter 3)

· Gleason (2001: Chapter 4)

· Harley (2001: Chapter 10)

Transferrable and Study Skills: 

Writing a literature review 

Week 5
Children’s Morphological Development


· Stillwell Peccei (2006: Sections A4, B4, C4, D4)

· Pinker (1999: Chapter 7)

Transferrable and Study Skills: 

Analysing and organising data 

ALSO IN WEEK 5: INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS TO DISCUSS PROJECT PLAN

Week 6
Children’s Syntactic Development


· Stillwell Peccei  (2006: Sections A5, B5, C5, D5)

· Guasti (2002: Chapter 4)

· Eisenbeiss (2009)
Transferrable and Study Skills: 

Creating tables and graphs
Week 7
Children’s Discourse Development


· Stillwell Peccei (2006: Sections A6, B6, C6, D6)

· Gleason & Ratner (1998: Chapters 8, section LEARNING TO COMMUNICATE))

Transferrable and Study Skills: 

Discussing and interpreting results

Week 8
Bilingual First Language Acquisition


· Stillwell Peccei  (2006: Sections A8, B8, C8, D8)

· Harley (2001: Chapter 5)
Transferrable and Study Skills: 

Creating a Poster in Powerpoint
ALSO IN WEEK 8: 
INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS TO DISCUSS PROJECT RESULTS AND POSTERS
Week 9
Poster Presentations for Student Projects


Week 10
Developmental Disorders


· Guasti (2002: Chapter 11)

Transferrable and Study Skills: 

Writing a research report 
Week 11
NO LECTURE: INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS TO DISCUSS PROJECTS
Reading List

There is no set course book for this module. Recommended core readings are selected from a set of recent textbooks which will be available in the library's short loan section. Most of the readings for the Autumn term come from Stillwell Peccei, J. (2006). Thus, we suggest that you buy this book.
Readings for the Autum Term
Eisenbeiss, S.. (2009) Generative approaches to language learning. Linguistics 47(2): 273–310. 
Gleason, J. B. (2001) The Development of Language, 5th Edition. Allyn and Bacon.

Gleason, J. B. and N. B. Ratner (eds.) (1998) Psycholinguistics. Harcourt Brace.

Guasti, M. T. (2002) Language Acquisition: The growth of grammar. MIT Press.

Harley, T. (2001) The psychology of language, 2nd Edition. Psychology Press.

Pinker, S. (1999) Words and rules. Basic Books.

Ritchie, W.C. & Bhatia, K.T. (1999a) Child language acquisition: introduction, foundations, and overview. In: Ritchie, W.C. & Bhatia, K.T. (eds). Handbook of child language acquisition. San Diego: Academic Press, 3-32.  

Stillwell Peccei, J. (2006) Child language: a resource book for students. Routledge. 

Readings for the Spring Term
Arnold, H. (1998) Diagnostic reading record. Hodder & Stroughton.

Beaton, A. (2004) Dyslexia, reading and the brain: A sourcebook of psychological and biological research.

Clay, M. M. (2000) Running records for classroom teachers. Heineman.

Cook, V. & Bassetti, B. (2005) Second language writing systems. Multilingual matters.

Fawcett, A. & Nicolson, R. (1995) Dyslexia in children: Multi-disciplinary perspectives. Harvester Wheatsheaf.

Field, J. (2005) Language and the mind. Routledge. (Chapter 11)

Field, J. (2003) Psycholinguistics. Routledge.

Goswami, U. & Bryant, P.E. (1990) Phonological skills and learning to read. London: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Goulandris, N. (2003) Dyslexia in different languages: Cross linguistic comparisons. Whurr.

Harley, T. (2001) The psychology of language: from data to theory. Hove, E.Sussex, U.K.: Psychology Press. 

Harris, M. & Hatano, G.(1999) Learning to read and write: a cross-linguistic perspective. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

Hulme, C. & Snowling, M.(1997) Dyslexia: biology, cognition and intervention. London:Whurr.

Littleton, K., Wood, C. & Staarman, J.K. (2008) Handbook of educational psychology. Elsevier 

McGuinness, D. (1998) Why children can’t read and what we can do about it. Penguin books. 

Perfetti, C.A, Rieben, L. & Fayol, M.(1997) Learning to spell: Research, theory and practice across languages. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Rayner, K. & Pollatsek, A. (1989) The psychology of reading. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Rayner, K. Foorman, B.S. Perfetti, C.A. Pesetsky, D. & Seidenberg, M.S. (2001) How psychological science informs the teaching of reading. Psychological science in the public interest, 2/2: 31 - 74.

Reid, G. (1998) Dyslexia. Wiley.

Snowling, M. & Mutter, V. (2003) Early reading development and dyslexia.

Snowling, M. & Stac, J. (2006) Dyslexia, speech and language. Whurr.

Snowling, M. (2000) Dyslexia. Blackwell.

Temple, C. (1997) Developmental cognitive neuropsychology. Hove, E. Sussex: Psychology Press. 

Treiman, R. (1993) Beginning to spell: A study of first grade children. New York: Oxford University Press.
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