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School of Philosophy and Art History tel (from the UK) 01206 873405 
University of Essex tel (from the USA): 011 44 1206 873405 
Wivenhoe Park, Essex, CO4 3SQ email:  wmartin@essex.ac.uk 
UNITED KINGDOM web:  http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~wmartin 

 
 

Education 

Ph.D.; University of California at Berkeley; thesis:  The Foundations of German Idealism: Fichte’s 
Wissenschaftslehre and the Referentiality of Consciousness  (1993). 

B.A. (honors, first class); Cambridge University; thesis:  Quinean Ontology and Skepticism (1986). 

Ludwig Maximilians Universität (Munich);  Institut für Philosophie; visiting scholar (1991). 
 

Academic Employment 

University of Essex 
2008- Professor of Philosophy 
2005-2008 Reader in Philosophy 

2011-present: Head of School, School of Philosophy and Art History 
2010-present: Principal Investigator, The Essex Autonomy Project 
2010-2011: Head of Department, Department of Philosophy 
2008-2011: Research Director, Department of Philosophy 
2007-2009: Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Philosophy 

University of California at San Diego: 
2005 Professor of Philosophy (resigned prior to effective date of promotion) 
1999-2005 Associate Professor of Philosophy, with tenure 
1993-1999 Assistant Professor of Philosophy 

1999-2005: Affiliated Faculty Member, German Studies 
1996-2005: Lecturer in Humanities, Revelle College 
1995-2005: Director of Undergraduate Studies, Philosophy 

University of California at Irvine: 
Winter & Spring 2000: Visiting Professor of Philosophy 

 

Publications 

Books: 

Self-Consciousness: An Alternate History (manuscript). 

Theories of Judgment: Psychology, Logic, Phenomenology (Cambridge University Press, 2006). 

Idealism and Objectivity: Understanding Fichte’s Jena Project (Stanford University Press, 1997). 

Editorial Appointments: 

Series Editor:  Modern European Philosophy (Cambridge University Press) (2008- present) 

General Editor: Inquiry:  An Interdisciplinary Journal of Philosophy (Volumes 46-55, 2003-2012). 

Guest Editor:  Logic and Human Experience (Journal Special Issue);  Topoi 22:1 (2003). 

Research Articles: 

“Antinomies of Autonomy:  German Idealism and English Mental Health Law”; forthcoming in 
International Yearbook or German Idealism / Internationales Jahrbuch des deutschen Idealismus. 
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with Ryan Hickerson, “Mental Capacity and Applied Phenomenology of Judgement”; forthcoming in 
Phenomenology and the Cognitive Sciences. 

“Theodor Lipps and the Psycho-Logical Theory of Judgement”; forthcoming in Textor (ed.) Judgement 
and Truth in Early Analytic Philosophy and Phenomenology (London:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2012).  

“Stoic Transcendentalism and the Doctrine of Oikeiosis”; forthcoming in Gardner (ed.) The 
Transcendental Turn (volume under review). 

“The Semantics of ‘Dasein’ and the Modality of Being and Time”; forthcoming in Wrathall (ed.)  The 
Cambridge Companion to Being and Time (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

 “The Judgment of Adam:  Self-Consciousness and Normative Orientation in Lucas Cranach’s Eden”; in J. 
Parry (ed.) Art and Phenomenology (New York: Routledge, 2010), 105-137. 

“Fichte’s Logical Legacy:  Thetic Judgment from the Wissenschaftslehre to Brentano”; in V. Waibel, et. 
al. (eds.), Fichte and the Phenomenological Tradition (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2010), 379-405. 

“Ought but Cannot”; Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 109 (2009), 103-128. 

 “Transcendental Philosophy and Atheism”; European Journal of Philosophy 16:1 (2008), 109-130. 

 “In Defense of Bad Infinity”; Bulletin of the Hegel Society of Great Britain 55/56 (2007), 168-187. 

 “Descartes and the Phenomenological Tradition”; in J. Broughton and J. Carriero (ed.) A Companion to 
Descartes (Oxford:  Blackwell, 2007), 496-512. 

“Fichtes Transzendentale Phenomenologie der Wirksamkeit”; forthcoming in J.-Ch. Merle and A. Schmidt 
(eds.), Fichte: System der Sittenlehre; (Berlin: Akademie, 2006). 

“Bubbles and Skulls:  The Phenomenological Structure of Self-Consciousness in 17th Century Dutch Still 
Life Painting”; in Dreyfus and Wrathall (eds.) A Companion to Phenomenology and Existentialism 
(Oxford:  Blackwell, 2006), 559-584. 

 “Husserl and the Logic of Consciousness”; in D.W. Smith and A. Thomasson (eds.) Phenomenology and 
Philosophy of Mind (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), 203-221. 

“The Judgment Stroke and the Truth Predicate:  Frege, Heidegger, and the Logical Representation of 
Judgment”; New Yearbook for Phenomenology and Phenomenological Philosophy, Vol. III (2003), 27-52. 

“Nothing More or Less than Logic:  General Logic, Transcendental Philosophy, and Kant’s Denunciation 
of Fichte’s Wissenschaftslehre”; Topoi 22:1 (2003), 29-39. 

"Husserl's Relapse? (Concerning a Fregean Challenge to Phenomenology)”; Inquiry 42:3-4 (1999); 343-
370. 

“Zu den Zielen von Fichtes Jenaer Wissenschaftslehre”; Deutsche Zeitschrift für Philosophie 44:3 (1996); 
409-428. 

“From Kant to Fichte”; forthcoming in G. Zöller (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Fichte (Cambridge 
University Press). 

“Fichte’s Anti-Dogmatism”; Ratio 5:2 (1992); pp. 129-46. 

Reviews, Translations, Published Conference Papers, etc. 

“Review of Estes and Bowman, J.G. Fichte and the Atheism Controversy”, Ars Disputandi 11 (2011), 65-
69. 

“Hegel and the Philosophy of Food (Review of Pippin, Hegel’s Practical Philosophy)”, The Journal of 
Moral Philosophy Vol. VII (2010), 279-290. 

“Review of Neuhouser:  Rousseau’s Theodicy of Self-Love”, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, Aug., 
2009. 

“Review of Smith:  Husserl”; Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews; Sept., 2007. 
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“Review of Brandom:  Tales of the Mighty Dead”; The Philosophical Review 115:3 (2006), 395-398. 

“Is Fichte a Social Contract Theorist?”; in Breazeale and Rockmore (eds.), Rights, Bodies and 
Recognition:  New Essays on Fichte’s Foundations of Natural Right (Ashgate Press, 2006), 1-10. 

“Hegelianism”; in The Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, Second Edition (Thomson-Gale Publishing, 2005), 
IV: 283-288. 

“Review of Beiser:  German Idealism & The Struggle Against Subjectivism”; Mind 113:1 (2004), 150-
154. 

“Review of Ameriks:  The Cambridge Companion to German Idealism”; The Review of Metaphysics 55:2 
(2001), pp. 373-4. 

“Claesz in the Window:  Review of Sacks, Objectivity and Insight”; Inquiry 44:4 (2001); 481-500. 

“Review of Keller:  Husserl and Heidegger on Human Experience””; Mind 110:438 (2001) (pp. 491-95). 

"Review of Zöller:  Fichte's Transcendental Philosophy:  The Original Duplicity of Intelligence and Will"; 
The Owl of Minerva 22:2 (2001) (pp. 201-06). 

"Review of Russon: The Self and its Body in Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit"; Dialogue 34:4 (2000) 
(pp. 850-52).  

“Fichte”; in R. Arrington (ed.) The Blackwell Companion to the Philosophers (Basil Blackwell; 1998); pp. 
246-8. 

"Review of Surber: Language and German Idealism"; Journal of the History of Philosophy 35:4 (1997); 
pp. 140-1. 

“‘Without a Striving, No Object is Possible’: Fichte’s Striving Doctrine and the Primacy of Practice”; in 
Breazeale and Rockmore (eds.), New Perspectives on Fichte (Humanities Press: 1996); pp. 19-33. 

“Review of Seidel:  Fichte’s Wissenschaftslehre of 1794”; Journal of the History of Philosophy 33:4 
(1995); pp. 693-95. 

“The French Revolution and Classical German Philosophy”; translation (with Sven Bernecker) of 
“Französische Revolution und klassische deutsche Philosophie” by Dieter Henrich; in Eckart Förster (ed.), 
Aesthetic Judgment and the Moral Image of the World (Stanford University Press: 1992); pp. 85-99. 

Invited Research Presentations 

2013 Istituto per il Lessico Intellettuale Europeo e la Storia delle Idee (Rome): “Pragmatic Space” 
2012 Jilin University, Changchun, China:  Fichte’s Jena Project (ten lectures) 
2012 Forum for European Philosophy (Oxford):  “Ubi inletabilitas ibi virtus” 
2012 Univ. Coll. Dublin/Trinity College Postgraduate Conference in Philosophy, keynote speaker 
2012 University College, Dublin, tba 
2012 University of Hertfordshire, “Antinomies of Autonomy,” “Ubi inletabilitas ibi virtus” (two lectures) 
2011 Essex Autonomy Project Paternalism Workshop:  “Antinomies of Paternalistic Beneficence”  
2011 Essex Center for Psychoanalytic Studies, “Antinomies of Autonomy” 
2011 The Wellcome Trust:  “Antinomies of Best-Interest Decision-Making” 
2011 University of California at San Diego: “Ubi inletabilitas ibi virtus”; “Time to Decide” (two lectures) 
2011 Durham University:  “Chronic Sadness and Virtue” 
2011 Essex Autonomy Project (London):  “Mental Capacity and the Applied Phenomenology of Judgement” 
2011 Warwick University: “Time to Decide” 
2011 Central European University (Budapest): “Ubi inletabilitas ibi virtus” 
2011 Cambridge University, Moral Sciences Club: “Infinite Moral Demands and the Problem of Moral 

Despair” 
2011 Oxford University, Post-Kantian European Philosophy Seminar:  “The Semantics of ‘Dasein’ and the 

Modality of Being and Time” 
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2010 Sheffield University:  “Infinite Moral Demands and the Problem of Moral Despair” 
2010 British Postgraduate Philosophy Association (Durham):  Keynote Address, “Time to Decide” 
2010 Society for Existential Philosophy (Oxford): “Time to Decide” 
2010 University of Lisbon (Portugal):  “The Paradox of Judgment and The Vocation of Man” 
2010 Kalamazoo College: “Hegel and the Philosophy of Food” 
2010 The New School for Social Research:  “Chronic Sadness and Virtue” 
2010 Ctr. for Theoretical Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences (Essex): “Ubi inletabilitas ibi virtus” 
2010 Royal Society of Medicine (London):  “Mental Disorder, Autonomy and Mental Capacity” 
2009 University of Zurich:  “Theodor Lipps and the Comportment of Judgment” 
2009 Middlesex University: “Ubi inletabilitas ibi virtus” 
2009 University of Amsterdam: “Hegel and the Philosophy of Food” 
2009 Maudsley Institute of Psychiatry (London):  “Ubi inletabilitas ibi virtus” 
2009 British Society for the History of Philosophy (Manchester): “Stoic Transcendentalism” 
2009 Society for Existential Philosophy (Barnard):  “Ubi inletabilitas ibi virtus” 
2009 The Aristotelian Society (London):  “Ought but Cannot” 
2008 Cambridge University Workshop on Critique:  “Positive and Negative Logic” 
2008 University of Essex Department of Art History and Theory:  “The Judgment of Adam” 
2008 Durham University Moral Phenomenology Workshop:  “Ought but Cannot” 
2008 Sussex University: “The Judgment of Adam” 
2008 North American Fichte Society (Chicago):  “Ought but Cannot” 
2008 California Phenomenology Circle:  “The Judgment of Adam” 
2008 Society for Existential Philosophy (Harvard):  “The Judgment of Adam” 
2007 SSGS Philosophy and Religious Studies Conference (Colchester):  “Adam and the Ethics of Knowing” 
2007 Canterbury School of Fine Art:  “Representations of Judgment” 
2007 University of Essex TPN project (London): “Transcendental Idealism without Things in Themselves?” 
2007 Maudsley Institute of Psychiatry (London):  “Judgment as a Phenomeno-Logical Problem” 
2007 University of California, San Diego:  “Hegel’s Failed Confessional Enterprise” 
2007 University of Essex International Graduate Conference:  “Hegel’s Failed Confessional Enterprise” 
2007 California Polytechnic University:  “Self-Consciousness:  An Alternate History” (two lectures) 
2007 American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division:  “Inverse Psychologism in the Theory of 

Judgment: Reply to Anderson, Sluga and Zöller”. 
2007 University of South Carolina:  “Rousseau’s Naturalistic Account of Moral Agency” 
2007 Society for Existential Phenomenology (Berkeley):  “In Defense of Bad Infinity” 
2006 Warwick University:  “Stoic Self-Consciousness”  
2006 Exeter University:  “Stoic Self-Consciousness” 
2006 Canterbury School of Fine Art:  “Bubbles and Skulls” 
2006 Sheffield University:  “Stoic Self-Consciousness” 
2006 Hegel Society of Great Britain (Oxford):  “In Defense of Bad Infinity” 
2006 University of Essex TPN project (London):  “Hermeneutic Conditions and Phenomenological 

Necessity” 
2006 York University, “Stoic Self-Consciousness” 
2006 University of California, San Diego:  “Rousseau’s Contribution to the Theory of Oikeiosis” 
2006 North American Fichte Society (Vienna):  “The Logic of Thetic Judgment” 
2006 University of Essex TPN project (London):   “Transcendental Philosophy and Atheism” 
2006 Newcastle University, “Rousseau’s Contribution to the Theory of Oikeiosis” 
2006 New York University:  “Rousseau’s Contribution to the Theory of Oikeiosis” 
2006 Essex University:  “Rousseau’s Contribution to the Theory of Oikeiosis” 
2005 International Society for Phenomenological Studies:  “Oikeiosis:  A Report on Work in Progress” 
2005 American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division: “Hegel against Fichte: Reply to Moyar” 
2005 University of Essex:  “Kant and the Logical Background to Phenomenology” 
2004 Warren Quinn Conference, UCLA:  “Reply to Thompson: Normative Naturalism” 
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2004 Greater Philadelphia Philosophy Consortium:  “Husserl and the Logic of Consciousness” 
2004 International Society for Phenomenological Studies:  “Bubbles and Skulls” 
2004 North American Fichte Society:  “Fichte’s Transcendental Phenomenology of Agency.” 
2003 International Society for Phenomenological Studies:  “Kant and the Synthetic Construal of 

Judgment.” 
2003 Southern California Phenomenology Circle:  “Fichte’s Transcendental Phenomenology of Agency.” 
2003 University of California at Riverside:  “An Exercise in Kantian Logic” 
2002 Southern California Philosophy Conference:  “The Phenomenology of Judgment”. 
2002 International Society for Phenomenological Studies:  “Frege and the Phenomenology of Judgment” 
2002 Stanford University:  pair of invited lectures on The Phenomenology of Judgment. 
2002 American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division: “Is Fichte a Social Contract Theorist?” 
2001 UCSD Department of Cognitive Science:  “The Logic and Phenomenology of Judgment:  Instructive 

Failures in the History of Cognitive Science” 
2000 UCSD Department of Cognitive Science:  “Idealist and Phenomenological Approaches to Cognition” 
2000 California State University at Northridge:  “Nothing More or Less than Logic:  Kant’s Denunciation 

of Fichte’s Wissenschaftslehre” 
1999 American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division: "Husserl on the Logic of Consciousness" 
1999 McGill University:  "Fichte, Logic and the Transcendental Project" 
1997 Cambridge University:  "Logic and the Breakthrough to Phenomenology" 
1997 Marquette University: "Fichte and the Philosophy of Science" 
1996 San Diego Independent Scholars: “Epistemology and Nihilism:  Assessing the Postmodern Agenda” 
1995 American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division: “The Way to Science is Already Science:  The 

Hegelian Circle and the Historicity of Truth” 
1995  North American Fichte Society:  “Resolving the Antithesis of Grundlage §5” 
1993 North American Fichte Society:  “Without a Striving, No Object is Possible ...” 
1993 University of California at San Diego:  “German Idealism and the Primacy of Practice” 
1993 DePaul University: “Methodological Paradox in Rousseau and German Idealism” 
1993 Barnard College (Columbia University): “Methodological Paradox in Rousseau and German 

Idealism” 
1993 Tulane University: “Methodological Paradox in Rousseau and German Idealism” 
1992 University of California at Berkeley:  “A Science of Origins:  Can ‘Fichtitious’ History Have 

Explanatory Force?” 
1992 Berkeley/Stanford Philosophy Conference: “Reply to Camberos: Rational Empiricism” 
1986 Moral Sciences Club, Cambridge:  “Kant on Knowing Which Came First” 
 

Selected Academic Fellowships, Research Grants and Awards 

2012-17 The Wellcome Trust: Time and Decision-Making (five year externally funded research grant, 
Institute of Psychiatry, Maudsley Hospital, London; Consultant) 

2011-13 The Arts and Humanities Research Council:  Contested Autonomy in Public Policy and 
Professional Practice (27-month externally funded research and knowledge-exchange grant; 
Principal Investigator) 

2010 Times Higher Education (UK):  “Most Innovative Teacher of the Year” (Shortlist) 
2010-13 South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust:  Honorary Researcher (Institute of 

Psychiatry at the Maudsley) 
2010-13 The Arts and Humanities Research Council:  Deciding for Oneself:  Autonomous Judgement in 

History, Theory and Practice (three year externally funded research grant; Principal 
Investigator) 

2009-12 The Wellcome Trust: A Phenomenological Study of Decision-Making Capacity in Psychiatric 
Disorders (three year externally funded research grant, Institute of Psychiatry, Maudsley 
Hospital, London; co-Supervisor) 

2009 University of Essex Research Promotion Fund:  Deontic Wiki (six month internal research 
grant; undertaken in collaboration with the School of Computer Science and Electronic 
Engineering, University of Essex; co-PI) 
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2002 UCSD Humanities Center:  Humanities Fellow 
2001 Revelle College (UC San Diego):  Award for Outstanding Teaching 
2001 UCSD Humanities Center: Fichte’s Political Thought (Conference Grant) 
2000 APA Book Prize (nomination for Idealism and Objectivity) 
1995 Hellman Foundation:  Hellman Faculty Fellowship 
1995 University of California at San Diego:  Chancellor’s Summer Faculty Fellowship 
1994 University of California at San Diego:  Chancellor’s Summer Faculty Fellowship 
1992 Deutscher Akademischer Austausch Dienst:  Annual Grant for Study and Research (declined) 
1992 Doreen B. Townsend Center for the Humanities:  Research Fellow 
1992 William H. Fink Essay Prize  
1992 University of California at Berkeley:  Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor 
 

Editorial Referee (partial list): 

Oxford University Press Routledge 
Cambridge University Press Mind 
Harvard University Press Journal of the History of Philosophy 
Princeton University Press Dialogue 
University of California Press Journal of Applied Logic 

 

Professional Organizations 

2005-present: American Philosophical Association (International Division) 
1989-2005: American Philosophical Association (Pacific Division) 

Program Committee Member 1999-2000 
Nomination Committee (Chair) 2004-2005 

2007- present American Society for Existential Phenomenology 
2002- present International Society for Phenomenological Studies 
1997-2005: Southern California Phenomenology Circle 
1993-present: North American Fichte Society 
 

Ph.D. Thesis Committees 

A.  Completed (with current employer, where known) 
Andrew Wallace; Ph.D., 1996  (California State University, Sonoma) 
Jason Frye; Ph.D., 1999 (co-chair)   
Ian Eagleson; Ph.D., 1999   
Iain Thompson; Ph.D., 1999  (University of New Mexico) 
Peter Thielke; Ph.D., 1999 (co-chair) (Pomona College) 
Anne-Margaret Baxley; Ph.D., 2000  (Washington University, St. Louis) 
Jeff Yoshimi; Ph.D., 2001, UC Irvine  (University of California at Merced) 
James Anderson; Ph.D., 2002  (University of San Diego) 
Philip Gunderson (Literature); Ph.D., 2003 
Vida Pavesich; Ph.D., 2003 (chair)  (Diablo Valley College, California) 
Ryan Hickerson (chair); Ph.D., 2003  (Western Oregon University) 
Matt Kisner; Ph.D., 2003  (University of South Carolina) 
John Vella; Ph.D., 2004  (University of San Diego, Loyola High School) 
Carl Sachs; Ph.D., 2005 (University of North Texas) 
Nancy Luxon (Political Science); Ph.D., 2005 (University of Minnesota) 
Kory Schaff, Ph.D., 2005 (Occidental College) 
Greg Shirley, Ph.D., 2006 (chair)  (Los Angeles Community College District) 
Nellie Wieland, Ph.D., 2007 (chair)  (California State University, Long Beach) 
Tony Fisher, Ph.D., 2008 (supervisor) (Central School of Speech & Drama, University of London) 
Katerina Hadjimatheou, Ph.D., 2009 (supervisor) (Research Fellow, University of Birmingham, UK) 
Jonah Wilberg, Ph.D., 2010 (supervisor) (Crowe Clark Whitehill LLP, London) 
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B.  In Progress 
Jeffery Byrnes  (supervisor) 
Paul Griffiths  (supervisor) 
Tolga Gungor (supervisor) 
Elin Simonson  (supervisor) 
Keith Cooper (supervisor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

updated:  January, 2012 


