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Introduction

Habitual situations involve:

· Extended period of time. 

· Unitary situation, he sits by the fire, he sneezes / coughs a lot or he kicks the cat, Lyons (1977: 716), or
· Continuous situation, the moon circles the earth, Newtown stands on the Seven.
· Characteristic not incidental property (Comrie 1976: 27–28).

· Not limited to habits of humans (Lyons 1977: 716), cows eat grass, the sun rises in the east, two plus two makes four. 

Welsh has three patterns which describe habitual situations.
All Welsh tenses

Welsh has four tenses, and all can occur in descriptions of habitual situations, variously with the progressive and non-progressive:

1
a.

ma’








Siôn

yn



chware

snwcer

bob



nos.





be.pres.3sg
Siôn

prog
play




snooker
every

night





‘Siôn playssnooker every night.’


b.

No non-progressive equivalent with the present tense
2
a.

o’dd







Sioned
yn



gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.


 





be.impf.3sg
Sioned
prog
work




for
council

the
town


 





‘Sioned worked for the town council.’ 


b.

fuodd






Sioned
yn



gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.


 





be.perv.3sg
Sioned
prog
work




for
council

the
town


 





‘Sioned worked for the town council.’

c.

weithiodd





Sioned
i



gyngor

y


dre.




 





work.perv.3sg
Sioned
for
council

the
town




 





‘Sioned worked for the town council.’

d.
*
weithie








Sioned
i



gyngor

y


dre.




 





work.impf.3sg

Sioned
for
council

the
town




 





‘Sioned worked for the town council.’
3
a.

fydda’





i

’n



dysgu
’r



plant



bob



dydd
o




rwan
ymlaen.




be.fut.1sg
I

prog
teach


the
children
every

day


from
now
forward




‘I’ll teach the children every day from now on.’

b.

ddysga’






i

’r


plant



bob



dydd
o




rwan

ymlaen.

 





teach.fut.1sg
I

the
children
every

day


from
now


forward

 





‘I’ll teach the children every day from now on.’

 

4
a.

faswn/fyddwn

i
’n




cerdded
i


’r


gwaith
am
flynyddoedd.






be.futp.1sg



I

prog
walk



to
the
work


for
years

 





‘I would walk to work for years.’






 


b.
?
gerddswn/gerddwn
i

i


’r


gwaith
am
flynyddoedd.



 





walk.futp.1sg






I

to
the
work


for
years



 





‘I would walk to work for years.’
Analyses:

· aspect-neutral use, a process is in effect, without any durative connotations, like a simple tense Fife (1990: 368–377)
· durative view in habituals as well as non-habituals; 
· contrast between progressive and non-progressive
· Welsh progressive is compatible with habituals.

The Copula: Future-Forms and Imperfect-Consuetudinal-Forms
Future-Forms (bydd paradigm):
5
a.

fydd













o

’n



golchi

’i





gar

bob



wythnos.
 
 


be.pres-hab.3sg

he
prog
wash


3sg.m

car

every

week
 

 
 


‘he washes his car every week.’
 
b.

fydda’











i

’n




mynd

i


weld

pob



gêm.
 
 


be.pres-hab.1sg

I


prog
go




to
see


every

game
 
 


‘I go to see every game.’


c.

fyddan










nhw

’n



nofio

yn

y


boreau.




be.pres-hab.3pl

they

prog
swim

in

the
mornings.





‘they swim in the mornings.’

 
d.

fydda’











i

’n



codi

cyn




y


wawr.
 
 
 

 
 


be.pres-hab.1sg

I

prog
rise


before

the
dawn
 
 
 

 
 


‘I get up before dawn.’
These Future-Forms are not a future tense. First, they are semantically similar to Present-Forms:

6
a.

mae








o

’n




golchi

’i





gar

bob



wythnos.
 
 


be.pres.3sg
he

prog
like




3sg.m

car

every

week
 

 
 


‘he washes his car every week.’
 
b.

dw









i

’n




mynd

i


weld

pob



gêm.
 
 


be.pres.1sg
I


prog
go




to
see


every

game
 
 


‘I go to see every game.’


c.

ma’n








nhw

’n



nofio

yn

y


boreau.




be.pres.3pl

they


prog
swim

in

the
mornings.





‘they swim in the mornings.’

 
d.

dw









i

’n



codi

cyn




y


wawr.
 
 
 

 
 


be.pres.1sg
I

prog
rise


before

the
dawn
 
 
 

 
 


‘I get up before dawn.’
Second, the Future-Forms as a future tense occur in descriptions of future-time habituals:

7
a.

fydd







o

’n



golchi

’i






gar

bob


wythnos

o




rwan

ymlaen.

 
 


be.fut.3sg
he
prog
wash



3sg.m

car
every

week




from
now


forward

 


‘he will wash / be washing his car every week from now on.’
 
b.

fydda’





i

’n




mynd

i

weld

pob



gêm


ar

ôl




symud

i


Lundain.
 
 


be.fut.1sg
I

prog
go




to
see


every

game

on

track

move


to
London

 


‘I will go / be going to see every game after moving to London.’


c.

fyddan





nhw

’n



nofio

yn

y


boreau



ar

ôl




ymddeol.




be.fut.3pl

they

prog
swim

in

the
mornings

on

track

retire





‘they will swim / be swimming in the mornings after retiring.’

 
d.

fydda’





i

’n



codi

cyn




y


wawr

yn

y


swydd

newydd.


 
 


be.fut.1sg
I

prog
rise


before

the
dawn

in

the
job




new 
 
 

 
 


‘I will get / be getting up before dawn in the new job.’
Imperfect-Consuetudinal-Forms (the byddai paradigm):

8
a.

fydde













fo

’n



golchi

’i





gar

bob



wythnos.
 
 

 
 


be.past-hab.3sg

he

prog
wash


3sg.m

car

every

week
 

 
 


‘he washed his car every week.’
 
b.

fyddwn










i

’n



mynd

i


weld

pob



gêm.
 
 


be.past-hab.1sg
I

prog
go




to
see


every

game
 
 


‘I went to see every game.’


c.

fydden










nhw

’n




nofio

yn

y


boreau.




be.past-hab.3pl

they

prog
swim

in

the
mornings.





‘they swam in the mornings.’

 
d.

fyddwn










i

’n



codi

cyn




y


wawr.
 
 
 

 
 


be.past-hab.1sg
I

prog
rise


before

the
dawn
 
 
 

 
 


‘I got up before dawn.’
These forms are not a future-in-the-past tense. First, they are semantically similar to the past tense imperfective (oedd paradigm):

9
a.

oedd







o


’n



golchi

’i





gar

bob



wythnos.
 
 


be.impf.3sg
he

prog
wash


3sg.m

car

every

week
 

 
 


‘he washed his car every week.’
 
b.

oeddwn




i

’n



mynd

i


weld

pob



gêm.
 
 


be.impf.1sg
I

prog
go




to
see


every

game
 
 


‘I went to see every game.’


c.

oedden






nhw

’n



nofio

yn

y


boreau.




be.impf.3pl

they


prog
swim

in

the
mornings.





‘they swam in the mornings.’

 
d.

oeddwn




i

’n



codi

cyn




y


wawr.
 
 
 

 
 


be.impf.1sg
I

prog
rise


before

the
dawn
 
 
 

 
 


‘I got up before dawn.’
Second, if byddai were a future-in-the-past, these examples would be equivalent to examples which contain the Pluperfect-Forms, the buasai paradigm:

10
a.
fasa








fo

’n



golchi

’i






gar

bob



wythnos.
 
 


 
 


be.futp.3sg
he

prog
wash



3sg.m

car

every

week
 

 
 


‘he would wash his car every week.’
 

b.
faswn






i

’n



mynd

i


weld

pob



gêm.
 
 


be.futp.1sg
I

prog
go




to
see


every

game
 
 


‘I would go to see every game.’



c.
fasan







nhw

’n



nofio

yn

y


boreau.




be.futp.3pl
they

prog
swim

in

the
mornings.





‘they would swim in the mornings.’
 

d.
faswn






i

’n



codi

cyn




y


wawr.
 
 
 

 
 


be.futp.1sg
I

prog
rise


before

the
dawn
 
 
 

 
 


‘I would get up before dawn.’
Bydd and byddai are forms which are present and past tenses, and which also have an additional aspectual feature, habitual, thus present-habitual and past-habitual. 

Arfer
Meaning ‘to usually do’ (compare Spanish soler). It can be used with all tenses, except for the past-habitual and the present-habitual. 

11
a.


dw









i

’n



arfer
rhedeg
tair


milltir
bob



dydd.








be.pres.1sg

I

prog
use


run




three
mile


every

day


 







‘I usually run three miles every day.’
 



b.


o’dd







Sioned
yn



arfer
gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.

 







be.impf.3sg
Sioned
prog
use


work




for
council

the
town


 







‘Sioned used to work for the town council.’
 



c.


fuodd







Sioned
yn



arfer
gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.


 







be.perv.3sg
Sioned
prog
use


work




for
council

the
town


 







‘Sioned used to work for the town council.’










d.


fydda’





i

’n



arfer
dysgu
’r


plant



bob



dydd
o




rwan

ymlaen.






be.fut.1sg

I

prog
use


teach

the
children
every

day


from
now


forward






‘I’ll usually teach the children every day from now on.’




e.


faswn






i

’n



arfer
gweld
John
bob



nos

yn

y


dyddie

’na.






be.futp.1sg

I

prog
use


see



John

every

night
in
the

days



there






‘I would usually see John every night in those days.’
It can be used with dynamic situations, as in the examples in (11), and also stative situations, as in (12):

12
a.



ma’







Mair
yn



arfer
bod

yn



ddigalon




bob



bore




Llun.








be.pres.3sg
Mair
prog
use


be


pred

downhearted
every

morning Monday







‘Mair is usually depressed every Monday morning.’


b.



ma’








Sioned
yn



arfer
gwbod

enwe


pawb.












be.pres.3sg

Sioned
prog
use


know


names

everyone










‘Sioned usually knows everyone’s name.’



 



c.



dw









i

’n



arfer
licio

cabaets.




 








be.pres.1sg

I

prog
use


like


cabbage








‘I usually like cabbage.’



d.



oedd






Mair
yn



arfer
bod

yn



berson
clên




iawn.

 








be.impf.3sg
Mair
prog
use


be


pred

person

pleasant
very









‘Mair used to be a very pleasant person.’


e.

?
fuodd







Mair
yn



arfer
bod

yn



berson
clên




iawn.

 








be.perv.3sg
Mair
prog
use


be


pred

person

pleasant
very









‘Mair used to be a very pleasant person.’


f.



o’n








i

’n



arfer
nabod

Sioned
yn


dda.


 








be.impf.1sg
I

prog
use


know


Sioned
adv
good











‘I used to know Sioned well.’



 



g.

?
fush








i

’n



arfer
nabod

Sioned
yn


dda.


 








be.perv.1sg
I

prog
use


know


Sioned
adv
good











‘I used to know Sioned well.’
It is difficult to establish contexts for the future and the future-in-the-past tenses in respect of statives. As can be seen, there is some doubt about (12e) and (12g). The implication of change which can be associated with the past tense perfective may not readily combine with arfer, which can also have the same implication (see below).

Arfer does not occur with the non-progressive:

13
a.

*
arferodd




Sioned
weithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.












use.perv.3sg
Sioned
work



for
council

the
town











‘Sioned used to work for the town council.’





 



b.

*
arfera’





i

ddysgu
’r



plant



bob



dydd
o




rwan

ymlaen

 








use.fut.1sg

I

teach



the
children
every

day


from
now


forward

 








‘I’ll usually teach the children every day from now on.’




 



c.

*
arferish





i

gerdded

i


’r


gwaith
am
flynyddoedd.



 








use.perv.1sg
I

walk




to
the
work


for
years










‘I used to walk to work for years.’







 

14
a.

*
arferodd




Mair
fod

yn



ddigalon




bob



bore





Llun.

 








use.perv.3sg
Mair
be


pred

downhearted
every

morning

Monday







‘Mair used to be depressed every Monday morning.’


b.

*
arferodd




Mair
fod

yn



berson
clên




iawn.



 








use.perv.3sg
Mair
be


pred

person

pleasant
very










‘Mair used to be a very pleasant person.’


c.

*
arferish





i

nabod

Sioned
yn


dda.



 








use.perv.1sg
I

know


Sioned
adv
good












= ‘I used to know Sioned well.’



 



d.

*
arferodd




Sioned
wbod

enwe


pawb.














use.perv.3sg
Sioned
know

names

everyone













= ‘Sioned used to know everyone’s name.’



 



e.

*
arferish





i

licio

cabaets.















use.perv.1sg
I

like


cabbage















‘I used to like cabbage.’
Arfer can imply that the habitual situation does not necessarily occur regularly:

15
a.


ma’







Mair
yn



arfer
cal


brecwast

yn

y


gwely.






be.pres.3sg
Mair
prog
use


have

breakfast

in

the
bed






‘Mair usually has breakfast in bed.’









b.


ma’







Mair
yn



cal


brecwast

yn

y


gwely.






be.pres.3sg
Mair
prog
have

breakfast

in

the
bed






‘Mair has breakfast in bed.’







16
a.


fydda’





i

’n



arfer
dysgu
’r



plant



bob



dydd
o




rwan

ymlaen.






be.fut.1sg

I

prog
use


teach


the
children
every

day


from
now


forward






‘I’ll usually teach the children every day from now on.’








b.


fydda’





i
’n




dysgu
’r



plant



bob



dydd
o




rwan

ymlaen.






be.fut.1sg

I

prog
teach


the
children
every

day


from
now


forward






‘I’ll teach the children every day from now on.’







17
a.


o’n









i
’n




arfer
cerdded
i


’r


gwaith
am
flynyddoedd.

 







be.impf.1sg

I

prog
use


walk



to
the
work


for
years

 







‘I used to walk to work for years.’







 



b.


o’n








i

’n



cerdded
i


’r


gwaith
am
flynyddoedd.

 







be.impf.1sg
I

prog
walk



to
the
work


for
years

 







‘I walked to work for years.’







 

18
a.


ma’








Sioned
yn



arfer
gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.


 







be.pres.3sg

Sioned
prog
use


work




for
council

the
town


 







‘Sioned usually works for the town council.’
 



b.


ma’








Sioned
yn



gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.


 







be.pres.3sg

Sioned
prog
work




for
council

the
town


 







‘Sioned works for the town council.’
 


19
a.


oedd






Mair
yn



arfer
bod

yn



ddigalon




bob



bore





Llun.






be.impf.3sg
Mair
prog
use


be


pred

downhearted
every

morning

Monday






‘Mair used to be depressed every Monday morning.’


b.


oedd






Mair
yn



ddigalon




bob



bore




Llun.






be.impf.3sg
Mair
pred

downhearted
every

morning
Monday






‘Mair was depressed every Monday morning.’

20
a.


ma’








Sioned
yn



arfer
cofio






enwe


pawb.











be.pres.3sg

Sioned
prog
use


remember

names

everyone









‘Sioned usually remembers everyone’s name.’



 



b.


ma’








Sioned
yn



cofio






enwe


pawb.










be.pres.3sg

Sioned
prog
remember

names

everyone









‘Sioned remembers everyone’s name.’



 

21
a.


dw









i

’n



arfer
licio

cabaets.




 







be.pres.1sg

I

prog
use


like


cabbage












‘I usually like cabbage.’



b.


dw









i

’n



licio

cabaets.




 







be.pres.1sg

I

prog
like


cabbage












‘I like cabbage.’

22
a.


dw









i
’
n




arfer
nabod

Sioned
yn


dda.


 







be.pres.1sg

I

prog
use


know


Sioned
adv
good










‘I usually know Sioned well.’



 



b.


dw









i

’n



nabod

Sioned
yn


dda.


 







be.pres.1sg

I

prog
know


Sioned
adv
good










‘I know Sioned well.’
With past-time situations, arfer can be used with the implication that the past-time situation no longer continues in present time, as the following comparisons show: 

23
a.


o’dd







Sioned
yn



arfer
gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.


 







be.impf.3sg
Sioned
prog
use


work




for
council

the
town


 







‘Sioned used to work for the town council.’
 



b.


o’dd








Sioned
yn



gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.


 







be.impf.3sg

Sioned
prog
work




for
council

the
town


 







‘Sioned worked for the town council.’
 

24
a.


o’n










i

’n



arfer
nabod

Sioned
yn


dda.


 







be.impf.1sg

I


prog
use


know


Sioned
adv
good










‘I used to know Sioned well.’



 



b.


o’n









i

’n



nabod

Sioned
yn


dda.


 







be.impf.1sg

I

prog
know


Sioned
adv
good










‘I knew Sioned well.’
Contradiction of present-time continuation is acceptable but affirmation of present-time continuation is marginal:

25
a.

o’dd







Sioned
yn



arfer
gweithio

i



gyngor

y


dre.

 







be.impf.3sg
Sioned
prog
use


work




for
council

the
town







ond

dim

heddiw /
?
ac


mae







’n




dal






i


neud

heddiw.






but

neg

today





and

be.pres.3sg

prog
continue

to
do




today






‘Sioned used to work for the town council, but not today / and she 







still does today.’
 



b.

o’n








i

’n



arfer
nabod

Sioned
yn


dda.


 







be.impf.1sg
I

prog
use


know


Sioned
adv
good








ond

dim

heddiw
/
?
ac


dw








i

’n



dal






i


neud
heddiw.







but

neg

today





and

be.pres.1sg
I

prog
continue

to
do



today






‘I used to know Sioned well but not today / and I still do today.’



 

It was mentioned above in respect of (12e) and (12g) that the past tense perfective can also imply that a past situation no longer applies, and is thus inappropriate with situations which are typically not subject to change, such as an enduring state.

Summary
Regular tenses

· progressive is norm but non-progressive is possible: durative versus non-durative, unbounded versus bounded
· general ‘unmarked’ description of habituals

· all tenses

Specialized copular forms

· mainly dynamic

· mainly human subjects

· only progressive

· only present and past tenses

Arfer
· dynamic and stative situations
· can imply that habituality is irregular rather than regular
· can imply that past-time habitual situation is no longer the case
· only the progressive
· can occur with all tenses, but the past perfective (the bu paradigm) is marginal  

Appendix.
The forms and meanings of finite verbs in informal Welsh, and their labels. All forms are Indicative unless labelled as Subjunctive.
	Forms
	Meanings 
	Bod 





‘be’
	Lexical 






Verb
	Modal Verb

	Present-Forms
	present
	mae
	—
	—

	Future-Forms
	future
present
present-habitual
	bydd

—

bydd
	canith

—

—
	—

gallith

—

	Imperfect-Forms
	impfective
future-in-the-past
counterfactual
	oedd

—

—
	—

canai

canai
	gallai

—

gallai

	Pluperfect-Forms
	imperfective
future-in-the-past

counterfactual
	—

buasai

buasai
	—

canasai

canasai
	gallasai

—

gallasai

	Imperfect-Consuetudinal-Forms
	future-in-the-past

counterfactual
past-habital
	byddai

byddai

byddai
	—

—

—
	—

—

—

	Imperfect-Subjunctive-Forms
	future-in-the-past

counterfactual
	—

—




bai b
	


gwnelai a
gwnelai
	—

—

	Preterite-Forms
	pervective
	bu
	canodd
	gallodd


a These forms only occur with verbs like gwneud ‘do, make’.

b This form of bod ‘be’ only occurs in conditional clauses in counterfactual sentences in informal Welsh. 
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